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THE SQUIRREL  

It is week two and I had a fabulous walk around school this morning with the 

children all engaged in their learning and lots of learning going on. It was 

great. The children appear really settled and enthusiastic coming in to school 

and during the day. I have been really impressed with our Year 6 children who 

have worked really hard towards their Standard Assessment Tasks (SATs) next 

week. The children have been on quite a journey since they started school and 

however they do in the outcome it has to be recognised that they have been 

marvellous in their resilience and determination to do their very best. We are 

extremely proud of them. I am always extremely proud of our Year 2 children 

who have started their SATs also and have shown great focus throughout and 

have thoroughly  enjoyed them. This is their first experience of National 

Assessments and they are showing themselves to have all the characters of 

fabulous learners.  

Talking of learning, we do need to do a little boost in Year 1 in preparation 

for their Phonic Assessment. The team have identified next steps and will be 

sending home phonic support for the children to do at home. We also have 

Miss Norcutt and Miss Johnson supporting children 1-1 to help support their 

skills and knowledge in school. If you can support at home there are lots of 

other phonic resources online too that you can access. Year 4 are also heading 

towards their Multiplication Check, and again I have seen excellent focus in 

Year 4 with the children developing their skills. I was really impressed as I 

walked past Louis, who was so quick inputting his multiplication answers on 

the iPad. Very impressive. It feels quite odd to be going through the national 

assessment process again and you do forget what it was like previously and 

the very rigorous and strict approach we have to take in administrating these 

assessments. We are back in the swing of it though as it all comes back once 

you start! 

Talking about once you start, hope that you have received the really lovely 

email about families returning for lunch with the children. We have done this 

on a rota basis so that we can have one year group in the Hall at a time and 

enjoy this experience again. You will now see the lunch menu on School 

Money when you pre-book your child's lunch as Jo in the office has worked 

her magic! Excellent job Jo! Please ring the office by 9am on the day to book 

your parent lunch in. We look forward to welcoming you in for lunch.  

Thank you to those families who have already donated to our Lego 

workshop. It really does look fantastic and I hope our efforts will be as 

impressive when the Lego man comes in July. I do have to say thank you so 

much for replying to out Legoland tentative enquiry. It was really heartening 

that families were very supportive and this will enable me to consider other 

trips moving forward.  

It was really wonderful to see the children experiencing the Maypole in 

school and I think it took some of the members of the team back to their 

own school days. It is always lovely to have a long weekend and I hope you 

had a great time but it also makes the following week feel different and odd 

and the days seem to be all mixed up!  

We have had a great week in school with a lovely trip to the farm for our 

Reception children. The feedback has been just wonderful and the children 

thoroughly enjoyed the trip (as much as the adults did).  

 

 

 

 

 

Today, some of the children in KS2 have been out developing their cricket 

skills on such a beautiful day. I do hear that the sun may be set for a week or 

two, which will be lovely as it means that we can go outside more and more. 

The choir are just rehearsing in the Hall as they are performing at this year’s 

Hullabaloo Festival in Sandown. Mr Andre is also off to Osborne House to find 

out a little more about the Jubilee performance. Year 1 swimming is going 

swimmingly and we do hope that Year 4 will be in the pool tomorrow. 

Everything crossed! We do have now 7 swimming sessions available on a 

Friday for catch up for children who are not confident in the water. If this is 

something you would like your child to participate in as an extra session 

please can you complete the form that will be sent out. I cannot guarantee 

that we can accommodate everybody but it is a good opportunity to give a 

little extra boost to the children who need it.  

We welcome to Lanesend lots of new families this week to our school. 

Welcome to Isla-Rose, Lincoln, Maddison, Logan, Skye, Roman and Solomiia.  

Next week in school, Year 4 are off to Little Canada. I am sure they will have 

a marvellous time! The weather looks perfect. Year 6 SATs begin and we are 

offering breakfast for all children in Year 6 from 8am, so that they are settled 

and happy before each day begins. We have also booked a very special trip 

for Year 6 out on the Friday as a big well done to all the children and staff for 

their hard work. That will be another week done and we will be on to the next 

which begins with Year 3 going off to the County Show Day for an Education 

Day. How exciting!  

I did hear today that it has been agreed to return to a two week half term in 

October for the Academic Year 2023/24. I will send out the term dates for 

this year as soon as I get them. We are so lucky as a school that we can make 

changes to our school year and accommodate holidays outside of the national 

term dates so lets make the most of those weeks and make every day in 

school count.  

Finally, I had a very worrying email this week regarding quite dangerous 

driving around the school area but particularly when people are dropping off 

early in the morning. It is really important that we drive and park safely away 

from the school and avoid coming down towards the school entrance. There 

are lots of children and families around and I would really hate having to write 

in this newsletter about a serious accident. Please help us keep our children 

and families safe. Thank you.  

Have a wonderful weekend. I am still feeling very lucky being in such an 

exceptional and wonderful school.  

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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Our Year 1 children dancing the Maypole 

Diego and TJ, from 

Reception holding 

lovely lambs at 

Nettlecombe Farm in 

Whitwell 
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This Week’s Debate… 

 
Should we have the right to say 

whatever we choose? 

YEAR 6 FRANCE FAMILIES—Please remember to apply 
for your child’s GHIC Card as soon as possible as these 

seem to be taking a little longer to arrive.  
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/
apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/ 

Come and join our 

team… 

We are looking for a Midday 

Supervisor to come and join 

our amazing team for 10.83 

hours a week, 11.20am—

1.30pm term time only. 

Please pop to the office for a 

paper application form or 

check our website. 

Closing deadline is 

Tuesday 12th May 

at 12pm. Thank you! 

Whole School Attendance: 

97.7% 

The lovely Tidal support charity have donated lots of lovely 
fancy dress outfits. “Tidal Family Support is a community 

based, not for profit, child-focused Charity that works with 
families who are directly impacted by separation or divorce” 

Thank you Tidal Support Charity. 

A huge well 

done to Marni 

Machin in Year 

2 who received 

an award for 

her Martial Arts  
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Gentle Reminder: No earrings for Sports and P.E. days. 

Please ensure you utilise the Summer Holidays to get ears 

pierced so they have time to heal before September. 

Thank you. 

Class Attendance Totals: 

Polar Bear:  98.8% 

Penguin:   95% 

Sea Otter:   97.6% 

Seal:    97.6% 

Arctic Fox:   96.3% 

Arctic Wolf:  100% 

Puffin:   98.9% 

Walrus:   95.7% 

Caribou:   97.8% 

Snowy Owl:  97.7% 

Orca:   97% 

Emperor:   100% 

 

Some of our KS2 children took 

part in a Cricket Festival to 

explore cricket skills, gain 

confidence in the sport and 

build in team work skills. The 

sun was shining and the 

children enjoyed a day playing 

sport in the sunshine. Well 

done Team Lanesend! 

Rockhopper:  95.8% 

Albatross:   100% 

Arctic Hare:  98.8% 

Ermine:   95.7% 

Narwhal:   97.8% 

Krill & Minnow:  98.9% 

Beluga:   98.5% 

Wolverine:  96.4% 

Ptarmigan:  97.1% 

Walk the Wight 2022 

Walkers can register on the day 

from 9am at Freshwater and 

start between 10 and 11. 

Suggestion donation of £5 per 

child, £10 per adult, Sunday 8th 

May. Happy Walking! 
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A huge lead to start 

the term from 

Gryffindor House! 

Well done all. 

Gryffindor House take the lead in our House 

Points Total this week. Slytherin still lead the 

term so far. Will anyone catch them up? 



Issue 28    Thursday 5th May 2022 

 

Year R— Talk to me about... Our farm trip, Year 1's pet guinea pigs and how to care for them.  

Words to use... herbivores, carnivores, alpacas, peacocks, lambs, golden goats and mountain 
sheep.  

Tips for the week... Practise your digraph flashcards and read four times at home. Think about 
how we look after ourselves in the Summer, as the weather is changing.  

We have been reading.... Farmer Duck  

Year 1—Talk to me about....materials. What is the difference between a material and an object? 
Words to use… materials, properties, flexible, strong. 

Tips for the week...ask me about building a house for the three little pigs, what materials did we 
test?  

We have been reading... The Three Little Pigs, The Ugly Five, alien words to practise our 
phonics.  

Year 2—Talk to me about ... Fractions 

Words to use… equal groups, half, quarter, third,  

Tips for the week… keep using Readingeggs and TTrock stars - it really helps us remember 
important number facts and develop our deeper reading skills. 

We have been reading... Books about castles 

Year 3—YEAR 3 CONVERSATION STARTERS 

TALK TO ME ABOUT the Roman Army 

WORDS TO USE armour, tactics, legion, formation, centurion 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK Write a letter or email using the informal language discussed in Literacy 

WE ARE READING The Worst Witch, The Jungle Book and The Witches 

Year 4— Talk to me about... the explanation texts. What is the difference between explaining 
and informing? 

Words to use... timeline, chronological order, common era (CE), and before common era (BCE). 

Tips for the week... when rounding a decimal number to the nearest integer (whole number) 
look at the tenths place. 5 or more and we round up, 4 or less and we round down. 5 high, 4 

floor! 

We have been reading... 'The Legend of Podkin One-Ear' by Kieran Larwood (nearly finished!) 

Year 6— We have been revising all of the content that the children will need to know for their 
SATs. The children have worked incredibly hard! 

Did you know that the progressive verb form always uses 'ing'  and the perfect verb form uses 
'has' or 'had' 

Make sure you sleep well and have a fun and relaxing weekend. 

Next week, children are welcome to join us for breakfast at 8 o'clock. The pupils are so excited 
to be able to show all the things that they are able to do. 

 

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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This month’s Skills Builder Skill of the month is LEADERSHIP https://
www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/leadership-getting-started 

 

 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/leadership-getting-started
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone/leadership-getting-started
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